
Fibre to the Premise Broadband Solutions – up to 330 Mbps 
 
CSW Broadband are now starting to rollout Fibre to the Premise (FTTP) broadband in some areas. 
The standard solution is Fibre to the Cabinet (FTTC). The existing copper telephone network is, in 
most cases, delivered by taking copper out to a roadside cabinet (PCP) and then splitting the wiring 
to take it to individual properties. This has worked fine for voice transmission for many years.  
 
However, now that everyone wants to connect to the Internet at ever-faster speeds, a new solution 
had to be found because Internet speeds decrease rapidly over lengths of copper.  
 
Standard FTTC involves putting a new cabinet (DSLAM) as close as possible to the existing copper 
cabinet. The DSLAM also needs power as it is, effectively, taking the exchange out to the local 
community. The DSLAM is fed with fibre and then only the final part of the delivery is over the 
copper telephone network, meaning that the achievable speeds are much higher that using copper 
all the way. 
 
In some areas, there is no copper cabinet so other solutions have to be found. Sometimes there is a 
local exchange, so a cabinet solution can be used but it is necessary to install both a PCP and a 
DSLAM. In other areas an all-in-one cabinet serves the function of both the DSLAM and the PCP. 
These are mainly suitable in areas with smaller numbers of properties. 
 
In a few areas there is no aggregation point and the existing copper wiring runs off in all directions, 
or there are other reasons why a cabinet solution will not do the job. In these cases, Fibre to the 
Premises (FTTP) is being deployed.  
 
This means that instead of the final delivery being over the copper network, the fibre is taken to a 
central point and then run directly to each property when the service is ordered.  
 
The advantage of this service is that Ultrafast speeds of up to 330 Mbps can be achieved (depending 
on the package purchased). The disadvantage is that there are fewer ISPs offering FTTP at present, 
so the costs of the service tend to be higher, so you may have to shop around. 
 
FTTP is not appropriate in every location. For contract 1 it would have cost 10x as much to provide 
FTTP across the whole area, or just 1/10th of the properties would have been covered. 
 
Therefore, it is possible to connect a lot more properties, and to get the overall fibre network much 
further, by using FTTC. Since the over-riding principle of the CSW Broadband project is to take the 
fibre as far as possible, FTTP will only be used in exceptional circumstances. Deploying FTTC solutions 
is a good investment, as it takes the fibre backbone much further and, eventually, it is likely that 
everyone will have the final piece of copper replaced with a fibre solution – although possibly not for 
many years to come in the more remote areas. 
 
Finally, FTTP should not be confused with Fibre on Demand (FoD), which BT announced some time 
ago would be available in parts of the Leamington, Southam and Kenilworth exchange areas. We 
understand that no ISPs are offering this service at present, although it may show as a delivery 
option if you check your line through the BT DSL checker. 
 
Unless you live in an area that is to be covered by Fibre to the Premise, then the only other way to 
get fibre right to your door is to buy a commercial Private Leased Line, however the installation costs 
can run into tens of thousands of £s, and the ongoing rental costs are considerably higher than for 



other services. In some areas the smaller providers may provide an option to buy a Fibre to the 
Premise solution with the fibre running from a local cabinet to a property. 
 

 


